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OVERVIEW 

Tension between Mexico and the US grows due to the funding of 
opposition groups.  Prior to the visit of the US Vice President to Mexico, during a 
morning conference the President of Mexico denounced the funding by USAID to the 
organization "Mexicans Against Corruption and Impunity" chaired by Claudio X. 
González. This organization is considered one of the most critical voices of the 
federal government. The situation has annoyed the Mexican President, who sent a 
diplomatic note requesting information on the financing and condemning what he 
considers an interference of the US government in Mexican internal affairs. It is 
expected that this topic can be used to condition future collaborations between 
both countries.

Violence reigns during campaigns in Mexico. During the electoral period, at least 
80 candidates in Mexico have lost their lives. The states with the most cases 
are Veracruz, Mexico State, Michoacán, Jalisco, and Guerrero. Threats from 
organized crime, political rivalries, and a weak rule of law have fueled this violence 
wave.  The situation has underlined the fragility of the incipient Mexican democracy 
but also the neglect of the security and intelligence institutions in recent 
years, that has caused its weakening to face the threat posed by organized crime 
for the candidates, but also for democracy in general.

Hurricane season and COVID. In recent days, the National Office of Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) announced that between 13 and 20 
storms are expected during the months of June to November in the Atlantic, with the 
possibility that some may become hurricanes. The statement has generated 
concern among authorities because the hurricane season could cause an increase 
in COVID infections due to the possible damages such as: cuts in the supply of 
water and electricity, the overcrowding in shelters and hospitals limitation to provide 
emergency services. It could be a huge challenge for local authorities, who 
also have limited financial resources.

THINGS TO OBSERVE IN JUNE 2021
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The Mexican Strategic Landscape Report is a  monthly publication of the Institute for Strategy 
and Development Research, a think tank dedicated to the analysis and the dissemination of               
information in key topics which address Mexico's problems and structural challenges. This                      
document provides insights from the six different regions that make up the country. It helps 
readers and decision makers comprehend the particularities and complexities of each one               
concerning four main subjects: 

Visit of Kamala Harris to Mexico to address Central American migration.

Possible economic recovery of various sectors during holidays.

Post-electoral conflicts and tension between Federal Government and the States. 

Return to in-person classes and opposition from teacher's unions in different states.
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Drought affects Baja California and Sonora
The CONAGUA Drought Monitor revealed that the entire Baja California territory has some degree of 
drought, of which 19.1% has severe drought and 5.3% suffers from abnormally dry conditions. In Sonora, 
rains that have occurred during the month of May have been insufficient, which could put at risk the irrigation 
of around 100,000 hectares. Other challenges in Sonora will be its ability to meet the demand for urban and 
domestic water use in the long term, due to global warming, drought, and the lack of a water saving culture 
among citizens.

INSIGHT

Director of the Preventive Police in Sinaloa assassinated
Joel Ernesto Soto, who was serving as the State Director of the Preventive Police in Sinaloa, was killed by 
armed men on the Benito Juárez highway. One year ago, the former director had already suffered another 
attack in a community north of Culiacán, resulting unharmed. Since the arrest of Chapo Guzmán in 2016, 
Sinaloa has become a battlefield between groups in the same Cartel for control of the territory, which has 
caused a general increase in violence in the state.

Figures released by the Ministry of Economy reveal that 69 aerospace companies are established 
in Sonora. These companies employ more than 20 thousand people, making it one of the most dynamic 
and fastest growing sectors in the State. Some of Sonora’s competitive advantages are its proximity to the 
United States, having a qualified workforce, integration between universities, research centers and companies, 
and the local governments support.

Photovoltaic plant in Baja California will be built
After almost 1 year, the Federal Government approved the construction of a photovoltaic plant to Next 
Energy. The plant will allow pumping water to the Rio Colorado-Tijuana aqueduct and will provide energy 
to the region. Construction is scheduled to begin during June and seeks to: address the energy deficit that 
affects Baja California each summer season, reduce its dependence on the United States, and generate 
significant savings for the state power grid by being able to buy energy at a minor cost.

During President Biden's administration deportations of migrants have continued, causing families to 
be separated. During the last month, organizations such as Doctors Without Borders and Dreamers 
Moms Tijuana-San Diego have criticized an increase in deportations to Mexico, without migrants 
having the opportunity to request asylum or present their case in court. The issue has become a crisis for 
both countries and is a reason why the US Vice President will visit Mexico.

REGION 1: NORTHWESTERN 

Deportations of migrants to Mexico continues

Aerospace Cluster grows in Sonora



During the month there were several clashes between authorities and organized crime on the small 
border between Nuevo León and Tamaulipas. The first of them was a confrontation in the 
municipality of Los Aldamas where a criminal convoy clashed with National Guard members ,and the 
second was a confrontation in Dr. Coss municipality that left 2 criminals killed and 2 policemen injured. 
In Monterrey, a group of men executed a leader of the Gulf Cartel in a shopping plaza. The events reveal 
the interest of organized crime groups to recover territories in Nuevo León, which could increase 
violence in the short and medium term.

Fuel storage projects continue in Tamaulipas
The fuel storage projects announced since 2018 continue to be developed in Altamira, Tamaulipas despite 
the reform to the Hydrocarbons Law promoted by the Federal Government. The suspension of this law 
promoted by Judge Juan Pablo Gomez Fierro gives certainty to companies that had plans to build storage 
plants, since new requirements are not applicable to them because their permits were approved prior to 
the enactment of the law. However, this will affect future investments in this sector.

Tamaulipas seeks to attract investment in wind farms
At least 9 wind farms are planning to be installed in Tamaulipas. Among the investing companies are: 
Acciona, Oak Creek Energy, Enel, Gemex, Ener AB, Zuma Energía and Thermion. Like the hydrocarbons 
sector, the electricity market faces great challenges, among them the Electricity Reform Law promoted by 
the Federal Government. However, various appeals have been promoted by the private sector, which has 
allowed the construction of wind farms to continue and even the State Government seeks to double its 
installed capacity in the short and medium term.

López Obrador gets involved in Nuevo Leon’s gubernatorial election
During one of his morning conferences, the President denounced the PRI candidate Adrián de la Garza for 
allegedly violating the law by handing over cards with financial support as a campaign stunt. Even though 
by law the President must refrain from commenting on political issues during electoral campaigns, he 
admitted during an interview that he was having direct interference in the election. The situation revived 
historical quarrels between the State and the Federal Government and provoked the unanimous rejection 
of different sectors, damaging Morena's candidate Clara Luz Flores, who is still down in the polls.

Conflict between the Tamaulipas Governor and the Federal Government continues
After the failed attempt to remove political immunity from the Governor to be prosecuted for crimes of 
money laundering and organized crime, the Attorney General's Office challenged a court ruling that 
prevents the issuing of an arrest warrant against the Governor. It is expected that, with the electoral 
results, tensions between the Federal Government and opposition state governments may increase.
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Violence increases in Nuevo León



Security between Jalisco and Zacatecas worsens
In recent months, citizens of rural municipalities between the limits of Jalisco and Zacatecas have denounced an 
increase in violence due to the dispute between organized crime groups over the territory and drug distribution 
routes. Among the groups that dispute the area are the Sinaloa Cartel and the Jalisco Nueva Generación 
Cartel. The situation has caused an exodus of hundreds of families in the municipality of Huejotitlán in 
Jalisco, who demonstrated at the State Government Palace to request the intervention of the Army and 
National Guard.

Slow economic recovery in Aguascalientes
IMCO data reveal that Aguascalientes is within the three states with the lowest economic recovery in the 
country and is within the fourth level classified as very low, which implies that the state is far from the 
expected growth and with low economic activity. Among the challenges that Aguascalientes faces is the 
slow jobs recovery during 2021, the vaccination campaign progress and the arrival of new investments to 
create new sources of employment.

Lakes in Michoacán at risk of disappearing
Lakes in Michoacán are at risk of disappearing due to the lack of interest of the three levels of government 
to protect and preserve these bodies of water. Among the lakes that present a critical level are Lake 
Cuitzeo and Lake Pátzcuaro. The situation has generated concern among environmentalists because if 
the lakes do not regain their capacity to regenerate, Michoacán could present a water crisis in the short 
term.

Carlos Lomelí, Morena's candidate for Mayor of Guadalajara, has been pointed out in various US reports 
as having ties to drug trafficking. Among the reports stands out his relationship with the Amezcua 
Contreras Cartel for money laundering and the illegal diversion of chemical precursors to the Sinaloa 
Cartel. Despite the accusations, Carlos Lomelí continues as a candidate, without any investigation being 
made known in Mexico for the crimes committed in the US or the origin of the funds used during the 
electoral campaign.

INSIGHT
Evolution of organized crime and the use of drones
Organized crime continues to evolve in the acquisition of new weapons to confront the Mexican State. 
among the documented cases, stands out the attack carried out in the municipality of Aguililla in the state 
of Michoacán against Army elements with explosives drones. Although the use of drones is not new 
in Mexico, it has generated concern among the authorities due to the use that cartels could make 
against civilian population and for the acquisition of explosive material that could make it more lethal.

SECURITY

DEVELOPMENT

NATURAL RESOURCES

POWER AND AUTHORITY

REGION 3: WESTERN-BAJÍO 

Morena candidate in Guadalajara with ties to the Narco



REGION 4: CENTRAL 

Andrés “N”, 72, was arrested in the municipality of Atizapán de Zaragoza, State of Mexico, thanks to 
a policeman who was the husband of his latest victim. The authorities believe that, for 20 years, he 
may have killed 29 women, and some of them had already a disappearance report. The case of the 
Atizapán murderer caused outrage among the population due to the impunity that permeates in femicide 
cases in the country, with a 98% level of impunity in most crimes and where only 1 in 1000 crimes receive a 
sentence according to the NGO Impunidad Cero.

Automotive sector in Puebla recovers
After industry’s job losses due to the COVID pandemic, INEGI data reveal that during the month of March 
45,218 people worked in the automotive sector, which represents the best level of occupation so far in 
2021. Although the automotive sector has not yet reached the employment levels it had prior to the pandemic, 
CANACINTRA announced that two expansion projects are being contemplated with an investment of more 
than 250 million that could help recover its jobs and increase vehicle production.

State Congressmen ask to reduce pollution in Hidalgo
Congressmen from various parties of the Hidalgo Congress asked PEMEX and the Federal Government to 
reduce the pollution emitted by the gasoline refinery and the thermoelectric plant. Both facilities have 
been identified as responsible for the contamination of rivers and aquifers in the region’s south, as well as 
for emitting sulfur dioxide that is a serious threat to the population’s health. It is unlikely that  these initiatives 
will prosper during the current federal administration, as it is one of the main supporters of these types of 
industries.

The sale of girls for marriage against their will is a practice that continues to happen in some 
municipalities of Guerrero. Protected by customs and traditions law and by the indifference of authorities, 
girls in Guerrero are vulnerable to sexual abuse, physical violence, and victims of agricultural and domestic 
slavery. Although initiatives have been promoted to prohibit child marriage, the practice of selling girls 
continues in several states of Mexico. It will require political will and social work to eradicate this tradition 
from the communities. 

INSIGHT

The electoral process in the State of Mexico has been plagued with reports of violence against 
candidates, threats from organized crime, and negligence by the State Government. The Electoral 
Institute reports at least 300 complaints from candidates for situations of harassment, persecution, and 
destruction of vehicles, in the case of organized crime the most emblematic case was the threat suffered 
by the candidate of Valle de Bravo Zudikey Rodriguez, which caused many candidates to suspend its 
campaigns in the south of the state. The violence in ‘Edomex’ reveals the fine line that exists between 
electoral violence carried out by government actors and the violence carried out by organized crime to 
impose a candidate.
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Crime and violence in the State of Mexico elections

Girls are still being sold in Guerrero

Serial murderer arrested in the State of Mexico
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The Navy arrested a man with the alias of Choky, head of the Zetas Plaza in the municipalities of Coatzacoalcos, 
Minatitlán and Cosoleacaque, alleged to be responsible for crimes such as extortion, burning of 
businesses, kidnapping and sale of drugs in the region. In the city of Orizaba, the State Police arrested 
Johan, second in command of the CJNG in the area dedicated to the theft of fuel, theft of cargo 
transport and kidnapping. In Cordoba, another 13 people from the CJNG were also arrested. These 
arrests could provoke a violence increase in the coming months.

After the cancellation of its plant in the State of Baja California, the beer company plans to open its third 
plant in the State of Veracruz. Although the decision has not yet been made, the company continues to 
carry out feasibility studies to establish itself in the area, following the invitation made by the President of 
Mexico to companies to invest in the south of the country. Although the area has important natural 
resources and the support of the Federal Government, factors such as the lack of infrastructure, 
insecurity, and the possible opposition of communities to large-scale projects, generate doubts among 
investors.

Fishermen from Oaxaca demand support from the Federal Government
The fishing sector in Oaxaca continues to agonize due to the lack of support from the Federal Government. 
Fishermen from Juchitán, Santa MarÍa Xadani, Chicapa de Castro and Unión Hidalgo retained Conapesca 
officials because they have not been included as beneficiaries of the Bien Pesca program, which provides 
financial support to these families. The complaints reveal the crisis that the fishing sector has been going 
through for several years and has worsened during the pandemic.

Mayor of Oaxaca responsible for disappearance of activist
The mayor of Nochixtlán, Oaxaca Lizbeth Victoria Huerta along with the security commander were arrested 
for their alleged responsibility in the disappearance of activist Claudia Uruchurtu, who has been missing since 
March. It is considered the first forced disappearance case during the AMLO administration. It is believed that 
the mayor ordered her disappearance because the activist had reported her corruption and illicit enrichment. 
Oaxaca is among the most dangerous states for environmental and human rights activists.

Thousands of migrants waiting for attention from Mexican authorities
Migrants have complained about the negligence and indifference by the National Institute of Migration 
and the UNHCR since procedures that should take 20 days, now can take up to 8 months. In the case of 
UNHCR, migrants must wait for several days outside the building, sleeping on the streets to receive 
attention. The situation reveals the migratory crisis faced by the southern Mexico authorities, which are 
beyond their capacity to help thousands of Central American migrants who are trying to cross into the 
United States.
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Organized crime leaders captured in Veracruz

Constellation Brands could invest in Veracruz
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Romanian mafia leader arrested in México
Florian Tudor, leader of the Romanian mafia, was arrested by the Mexican Attorney General's Office. He 
ran a network from Quintana Roo dedicated to cloning bank cards with the support of several politicians, 
including 2 former governors, Green Party congressmen and some mayors who provided protection to 
the group in exchange for receiving funding for their political campaigns.

Quintana Roo airport shows recovery
The Cancún Airport has presented a recovery in terms of number of passengers, number of flights and 
new connection routes during 2021. Figures released by ASUR reveal that the Cancún International Airport 
recovered 62% of its passengers compared to 2019, also an average of 180 daily flights are reported and 
new routes were announced from Medellín, Dallas and Barcelona. It is expected that there will be an 
important economic recovery in the tourism sector during the summer.

Despite the severe drought that affects 85% of the Mexican territory, NASA announced on its 
website the presence of huge water reservoirs in the states of Yucatán and Quintana Roo. A 
characteristic that favors the water wealth of the southeast is the type of vegetation in the area that 
promotes humidity and reduces water evaporation. The paradox of the region is that despite having 
natural water availability, it still faces challenges to be able to supply basic services such as drainage 
and piped water service to the population.

Candidate has been previously imprisoned in the USA
Morena's Candidate for Mayor of Chumayel in Yucatán, Clemente Julián Cano Chan, has criminal records 
in the United States. He was arrested in 2015 for possession and drug trafficking and for having entered 
the United States illegally in previous years. During the electoral process, several cases of candidates with 
a criminal record in the United States have been made known, which highlights the need to 
strengthen investigations and requirements to be able to be nominated as a candidate in Mexico. 

INSIGHT

Coparmex and the Embassy of Panama in Mexico are promoting a meeting during the month of 
June between Mexican and Panamanian businessmen to attract investment. This alliance could 
represent cost savings in logistics and would increase connectivity with Asia and America. If the 
alliance materializes, it will represent an example of success in Central American integration, which has 
not yet managed to take advantage of its full potential.
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Mexico and Panama promote investments

Water deposits in Yucatán and Quintana Roo revealed by NASA
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